
 

   

 

Living Martin’s Dream 
 

Martin Luther King Day is celebrated on the third Monday 
of January due the proximity to Martin’s birthday, which 
was January 15th.   
 
To honor King’s legacy, Primrose classes explored various 
titles about Martin.  They walked in his shoes by 
marching, in and out of the classrooms, just like so many 
did in the struggle for Civil Rights.  Other classes spoke 
and wrote about their dreams for the world: a home for 
everyone, enough to eat for all people, for all children to 
go to a school as wonderful as PES.  Still others wrote 
about problems that we face and how to solve them 
peacefully. 
 
Some classes made a timeline of important events in 
Martin’s life.  Many children remarked that the events and 
the prejudice of the past seem so long ago and were 
incomprehensible.  Still other children wondered if people 
still hold onto the old prejudices of the past, and if so, 
how can PES students change their hearts and minds? 
 
Finally, some first graders decided to live the newer 
meaning of Martin Luther King Day: A Day of Service.  
These children worked with family members to make 
valentines for soldiers, children in hospitals, and 
decorations for the local Community Center.   
 
Thank you, Dr. King.  We’re still learning so much from 
you!   

 

 
BACK IN THE SWING OF THINGS! 

 
How do engineers get their start?  Well, they may get 
started in second grade at Primrose Elementary!  Students 
in second grade reviewed basic properties and learned 
new vocabulary words for each i.e.: flexibility, elasticity, 
etc.  They examined materials with these properties and 
more! 
 
Next, the teachers laid down a challenge: students had to 
work collaboratively, use a basic design process, and 
create a swing that would hold a small teddy bear.  The 
bear had to stay safe and the swing had to actually work.   
 
Students felt up to the challenge.  They explored the 
materials and designed a structure.  Then they created the 
swing and tested it out.  But what if it didn’t work?  They 
went back to the start to try and make their design better. 
When it comes to design that old adage is certainly true: If 
at first you don’t succeed, try, try again! 
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Don’t forget!  
Upcoming Events: 

1/20 - Schools are Closed 
1/30 – SEPTA Meeting [7:30 PM @ SHS] 
1/31 – SEF Variety Show @ SMS 
2/5 - Early Dismissal for Students 
 10:50 Parent Pick-up, 11:10 Buses Depart 
2/10 – PES PTA Meeting [ 7 PM] 
2/12 – SEPTA Board Mtg [SMS @ 7:30 PM] 
2/14 - Colored in Character Day [Compassion] 
 Compassionate Tuskers wear red! 
2/15-2/23 – Schools are closed for Winter Break. 
2/24 – Schools are open! 
2/27 – SEPTA [7:30 PM] 
 
 
 
 

 
First graders making valentines for children staying 

in a local hospital to celebrate Martin Luther King 
Day of Service. 

 

 
What’s Your Family’s Resolution? 

 
What is your family going to try to accomplish in 2020?  Will 
you make nightly reading a priority?  Have you decided to 
live a healthier lifestyle with earlier bedtimes and healthy 
snacks?  Or do you just want to spend more time enjoying 
each other’s company as a family?  No matter what you 
decide, set your intention, track your progress, and go for it!  
If you stumble while working on your goal, you have the 
support of each other to get started again.  It’s a good 
lesson in persistence and working together as a team.  
 

 
SCSD Announcements 
Tusker Tots is accepting preschool students for the 
afternoon session.  Please see the flyer for details: 
https://www.somersschools.org/cms/lib/NY01913963/Centric
ity/Domain/11/Tusker%20Tots%20Flyer%202019.pdf 

 

SEF Announcements 
SEF Variety Show Registration is now Open: 
SEF is now accepting applications for the annual SEF Variety 
Show.  Everyone's favorite, the SEF Variety Show will take 
place this year on Friday, January 31st at Somers Middle 
School.  Auditions will take place on January 10th and 15th, 
Dress Rehearsal- January 29th.    Register today before the 
January 5th deadline at https://www.sefny.org/variety-show-
form/ 
If you have any questions, please contact info@sefny.org. 
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PTA Announcements 
 

 
 

 
SEPTA Announcements 
 
January 30th SEPTA Meeting 
Please join us at our next SEPTA meeting on Thursday, 
January 30th at 7:30 PM in the Somers High School 
auditorium for a screening of the Peabody Award-winning, 
Emmy-nominated documentary, DEEJ.  About the film:  After 
spending his early years in foster care, without access to 
language, DJ “Deej” Savarese found not only a loving family 
but also a life in words, which he types on a text-to-voice 
synthesizer.  DJ makes his way through high school and the 
transition into college, as he confronts the terrors of his 
past, obstacles to inclusion, and the sometimes paralyzing 
beauty of his own senses. He embraces filmmaking and 
poetry and discovers what having a voice can truly mean. DJ 
challenges misconceptions of what a nonspeaking student 
with autism can accomplish.  As one of only a few 
nonspeaking autistics who have been included in regular 
education settings, he shares his ideas not only about what 
full inclusion requires, but also the potential it offers to 
everyone.  The event is free and open to the public.  To view 
the flyer, click on the link:  https://bit.ly/2tLYE4l      If you are 
interested in attending, please register 
at rsvpforsepta@gmail.com. All are welcome! 
 
February 12th General SEPTA Board Meeting 
Please join us at our next SEPTA Board Meeting on February 
12th at 7:30pm in the SMS Library.  We will be discussing our 
upcoming events and making plans for the rest of the year.   
  
February 27th at 7:30pm Executive Function Strategies in the 
classroom 
SEPTA recently funded faculty from Primrose, SIS and SMS 
to attend a conference entitled Executive Functioning 
Training, Learn it Today, Use it Tomorrow! Practical Cutting 
Edge Interventions for Improving Executive Functioning Skills 
in Students, Presented by Sarah Ward.  The attendees led by 
Lindsay Merchant, will discuss the strategies they learned 
and are implementing with our children in the classroom.  All 
are welcome!   
  
Become a SEPTA Member 
Please consider supporting Somers SEPTA by becoming a 
member.  The money raised from membership and from our 
fundraisers goes directly back into the schools, supporting 
the children, teachers, and parents in the district.  Sign up 
through www.myschoolbucks.com.  Thank you for your 
support! 

 
 

 

 

https://bit.ly/2tLYE4l
mailto:rsvpforsepta@gmail.com
http://www.myschoolbucks.com/

